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Buy or rent? Lafayette
continues to look for options

By Pippa Fisher

he city of Lafayette has long
entertained the idea of owning
its own city offices with periodic
discussions at the council level over
many years. At a recent city council
meeting however a unanimous vote
brought that dream slightly closer.
The board members were dis-
cussing a recently prepared finan-
cial model with a view to directing
staff on the next steps.
Vice Mayor Don Tatzin pre-

sented the comprehensive model,
requested at the Aug. 14 council
meeting, which showed buying a
property for $10 million or less to
be profitable in the long term over
50 years or so, while costing more
money out-the-door in the interme-
diate future of 20-30 years or so
than renting. He pointed out it is
a “trade off” but that there is more
certainty in buying.

... continued on page All

Sustainable Lafayette’s
next film night highlights

‘cangster gardeners’
By Pippa Fisher

Tomatoes are a staple for most urban
community gardens, which is the
focus of the next film being shown by
Sustainable Lafayette on Oct. 5 at the
Town Hall Theatre. Photo Pippa Fisher

ustainable Lafayette’s  third

movie night of this year’s se-
ries is an inspirational story of the
human spirit and how urban farm-
ing is transforming neighborhoods
and lives.

To be shown at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, Oct. 5 at Lafayette’s
Town Hall Theatre, the documen-
tary “Can You Dig This” by Delila
Vallot looks at the urban gardening
movement that is taking hold in
South Los Angeles, an area once
better known for gangs, drugs,
abandoned buildings and vacant
lots.

Now, however, neighborhoods
are being transformed as “gangster
gardeners” call for people to put
down their guns and pick up their
shovels to create an oasis in one
of the previously most dangerous
places in America.
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Lace up, Lafayette!

By Pippa Fisher

From left: Retired Acalanes High School Digital Design Instructor Susan
Lane with Acalanes student Miles Wiesenthal, holding his winning poster,
and Lafayette Chamber of Commerce Executive Director Jay Lifson.

Photo provided

t’s October and fall is in the air,

which means the Lafayette Res-
ervoir Run is right around the cor-
ner.

The traditional “Res Run” —
now in its 25th year — has some-
thing for everyone, with a 5k, a 10k
and a 2-mile distance. The event is
always popular and usually attracts
close to 2,000 runners with an
equal number of spectators cheer-
ing them on and enjoying the party.
This year’s Res Run takes places
on Sunday, Oct. 22, with staggered
start times at 8 a.m., 8:15 a.m. and
8:45 a.m.

All courses are an out-and-back
format so all runners come back to-
gether and enjoy the Healthy Life-
styles Fair, live music and kid zone
in the festive atmosphere. All par-
ticipants receive a goody bag and
T-shirt.

The annual race is put on by the
Lafayette Chamber of Commerce
and cosponsored by the City of La-
fayette to benefit Lafayette schools
and Chamber programs. Specifi-
cally the money raised for schools
has helped provide instructional as-
sistants, field trip funding and tech-
nology in classrooms.

The Res Run is family friendly
with lots of children, grandparents,
parents with strollers and dogs
all entering to take part in the fun
along with some serious runners. It
is not unusual to see familiar faces

among the runners — in past years
Lafayette City Manager Steve Falk
and several other members of city
staff have been spotted along with
several city council members.

Lafayette Chamber of Com-
merce Executive Director Jay Lif-
son says he would love to run but
will be a little busy with keeping
the event running smoothly. “Fall
is my favorite time of the year. The
air is cold and crisp, the colors are
spectacular and sense of commu-
nity is best displayed at this annual
event.”

The Sk and 10k races are chip-
timed and certified, with the former
being flat and fast. The 10k takes
runners up and around the gorgeous
Lafayette Reservoir for those who
want a slightly hillier challenge
(no dogs or strollers allowed). The
2-mile course is a run/walk for fun
with no timing and is perfect for
kids.

Each year the Chamber asks lo-
cal high school students to create
the poster for the run. This year’s
winning poster was designed by
Acalanes High School student
Miles Wiesenthal.

To sign up runners or walkers
should go to the Chamber website
and follow the link http://www.
lafayettechamber.org/events/reser-
voir-run/. Registration includes a
T-shirt and runner packet.

925-377-0977 LAMORINDA WEEKLY Page: A3

The Early Fall Market in Lamorinda!

Open Sunday
1-4

1873 St. Andrews Drive, Moraga

Unbelievable views of golf course.
Expanded Wimbledon, 3063 sqft,

503 Augusta Drive, Moraga

Wonderful MCC home with a lovely
backyard. Expanded Sequoia, over
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4Br, 3Ba plus office. Great for entertaining.
$1,650,000

rn\!
4
[

3700 sqaft, 4Br, 2.5 Ba, light & bright. Special!
$1,395,000

www.1873StAndrewsDr.com www.503AugustaDr.com

1161 Larch Avenue, Moraga

Former tennis and swim club site.
4 lot subdivision partially complete.

3 Julianna Court, Moraga

Gorgeous traditional home on a
quiet court. 4809 sqft, 5 Br, 5 Ba,
on 1.5ac lot, pool & a great guest house.

$2,320,000 www.Orinda.com
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24.6 acres in private and serene location.

$2,200,000 www.1161LarchAve.com
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. 3676 Hastings Court, Lafayette | Price Upon Request .
This wonderful 3BD/2.5BA, 1886+ sq. ft. home is meticulously updated with beautiful
finishes. The %Qurmet kitchen, open floor plan, cathedral ceilings and floor to ceiling

windows in the living spaces are fabulous. The great room and living room both overlook
a sparkling pool, outdoor BBQ, covered patio and a large grass area. The property spans
110+ acres with views of the surrounding hills and is ideally located near downtown
Lafayette, BART and award-winning schools.

Stunning Private Retreat
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4144 Canyon Road, Lafayette | $2,850,000 A
Nestled above Happy Valley on 3.98+ acres of pure serenity, is Canyon Oaks Ranch. This
IS @ unigue opportunity to own an amazing property with endless possibilities. The four
bedroom, four bathroom, single level home features floor to ceiling glass, views of the
surrounding hills and Mt. Diablo. The estate includes a one bedroom, one bathroom
guest house and barn with tack room, three stalls, hay loft, electricity and water. Close to
downtown, Hwy 24 and BART.
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